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For generations, middle-class India viewed the ₹1 crore mark as a defining financial milestone. 
It symbolised security, success, and the possibility of a comfortable retirement.
₹1 crore once felt like the finish line. Today, it may only be the starting point.
As economies evolve, lifestyles change, and costs rise. The number that once looked sufficient now 
needs fresh context.
In a small town of Pardi, lived a loving couple who would soon be recognized as the power couple.

Vikram, working as a plant operator in Vapi, came home with a box of premium kaju katli. 
He was smiling from ear to ear, looking like a man who had just conquered the world.
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"Ananya, we did it," he said, placing the sweet box on the dining table. "Our mutual funds and savings
just crossed ₹1 crore. We are finally crorepatis."

Ananya smiled warmly and offered him a piece. "That’s amazing, Vikram. I know how hard you've 
worked for this. So, what does this mean for us?"

“It means freedom,” Vikram said, leaning back with a sigh of relief. “One crore is enough to live 
peacefully. We would be seen as well-off in our community. We can finally relax.”

"Let's look at the reality,"she said 
gently, sitting beside him. 
"Right now, running this house 
comfortably costs us about ₹35,000 a 
month. That’s ₹4.2 lakh a year."

Ananya didn't answer immediately. 
She walked over to the shelf and 
pulled out the old household diary 
where she noted their daily expenses.
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"Exactly," Vikram calculated quickly. "One crore divided by 4.2 lakhs... that's easily 22-24 
years of expenses, even if we just keep it in a bank account. And it will grow, obviously!"

Ananya sighed. "Vikram, do you remember 
what a litre of milk cost when we got 
married ten years ago?"
"About ₹30?"
"And today it is over ₹65. What about 
school fees for the kids? Or the cost of a 
simple doctor's visit? They have more than 
doubled. That is the elephant in the room 
we are missing - Mehngai (inflation)."

She took a pen and wrote down a few harsh 
numbers. "If our life costs ₹4.2 lakh today, 
then in 15 years, assuming 6% inflation, this 
same lifestyle could cost roughly around ₹10 
lakh a year. "Vikram stared at the diary. The 
triumphant smile slowly faded from his face. 
"Wait," he said, his voice dropping. 
"Are you saying my one crore..."

"Will only last about nine or ten years when you are 50, if we 
don’t think of lifestyle upgrade or social status at all" Ananya 
finished softly. "And what if there is a medical emergency? 
What if we live till we are 85? That is 35 years 
without a single salary coming in."

This is the financial reality many households 
underestimate. We chase the "1 Crore" dream because it 
sounds huge. It is the number our parents dreamed of. It 
feels safe. But our parents lived in a different time. 
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Today, hitting ₹1 crore is a massive achievement. You should celebrate it. But it is a milestone, not the
finish line. It is the front gate of the house, not the roof over your head.

Vikram looked at the box of sweets, the excitement settling. 
“So... this isn’t the finish line.”
Ananya nodded. “It’s a good start. Now we plan for the life we 
actually want.”

They also factored in inflation, healthcare costs, and the possibility of living well into their eighties.
Their real retirement number had to reflect rising costs and the lifestyle they hoped to maintain.
It was higher than they expected, but achievable with disciplined investing and regular reviews.

They sat together and listed what the next decade should 
look like:

Retirement planning, 
for most people, 
is about independence. 

The 
ability to 
meet expenses

Handle 
healthcare 
needs

A better 
home

A safer 
car

Family
 trips

And a retirement where 
they could maintain dignity.

Over time, they made smarter financial decisions,

And live without 
depending financially 
on others.

Diversified their
portfolio,

Stayed 
consistent

Increased
their SIPs

They were no longer reacting to circumstances; they were 
planning ahead.
Slowly, their community began to notice. Not because they 
spent more, but because they were informed, organised, and 
confident about their future.
That is how Vikram and Ananya became the “power couple” 
of Pardi, not by crossing ₹1 crore, but by rising above their 
circumstances with clarity and long term planning.


