
Sometimes a child’s simple question can explain retirement better than a long financial lecture.

Adarsh was only six. Maybe seven. The age where pockets have toffee wrappers, one broken crayon, and too many 
questions.

Every Independence Day, he went to his grandparents’ house. Dadu would place the small flag near the window, keep 
the television ready for the Prime Minister’s speech, and tell everyone the volume was too low even when it was not. 
Dadi made poha, and if Adarsh had asked sweetly, a little sheera too.

That morning, Adarsh sat with one knee on the chair and one hand inside the snack bowl. Suddenly he asked, 
“Dadu, why does everyone say India became independent?”

Dadu smiled. “It means the country could finally make its own decisions. No one else deciding for us.”

Adarsh became serious, the way small children do before saying something much bigger than expected.
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Retirement: 
Your Second Independence Day

“Then are you 
independent, Dadu?”

Dadu laughed first, because it 
sounded like a funny question. 

“Of course,” he said. 
“I am independent.”

“Then why do you still go 
to office? Papa says you 

will retire one day. Is retire 
also like freedom?”
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Dadu opened the newspaper, then closed it again. The question stayed there, between the teacup 
and the flag pin. “Maybe,” he said slowly. “Maybe retirement is also a kind of independence.”

Adarsh's eyes lit up. “Like flag independence?”

For years, Dadu had thought of retirement as an 
age, a date, perhaps even a farewell party at the 
office. Adarsh's question made him see it 
differently. Retirement was not simply about 
stopping work. It was reaching a point where 
work was no longer necessary for survival.

Most of us make the same mistake. We think retirement begins when the office ID card stops working. 
Actually, it begins much earlier, in boring monthly decisions that do not look exciting at all.

Every SIP 
continued even 
when it feels 
small, every 
unnecessary 
purchase 
avoided, 

Every Emergency 
Fund Kept Aside, 
And Every Year 
Money Is 
Allowed To Sit 
And Grow. 

None of this feels 
grand. No band 
plays. But slowly, 
these habits start 
building support 
beyond salary.
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Maybe that is what financial independence really means. Not being rich in 
a dramatic way, but having enough freedom so the next salary date is not 
deciding every important choice.
Dadu looked at Adarsh again. The child had now moved on to folding 
a paper napkin like a flag, but Dadu was still answering the question 
in his own mind.
“Retirement planning is also like that,” Dadu said. “You prepare for the 
day when you can choose your time. 

Maybe Work Maybe Travel Maybe Sit In The Balcony And Read The Same 
Newspaper Twice. 

Compounding is not very glamorous. It does not shout. It just rewards the person who keeps going. 
Money invested early gets more time, and even small habits become meaningful when repeated for years.

But the choice should be yours

Most financial independence is built like that. Ordinary habits, repeated for a long time. Slightly boring habits, 
actually. But useful ones. After some time, Adarsh asked again, because children do not let a subject end just 
because adults think it is complete.

“So Dadu, when you retire, will you also 
get your own Independence Day?”

“Yes,” Dadu said softly. “Maybe I will. 
But I have to prepare for it before that 

day comes.”

Adarsh did not fully understand 
that part, and that was okay. 
He understood enough. 
Independence was not only 
about a flag. It was about 
being able to decide.
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Disclaimer

Mutual Fund Investments are subject to market risk, please read all scheme related documents carefully

SIP - Systematic Investment Plan

A nation’s independence was earned because people before us planned, struggled, sacrificed, and kept believing 
in a future they may not fully see. Personal financial independence asks for something quieter. Not one perfect 
investment, but years of saving, investing with discipline, and giving time enough space to do its work.

Retirement planning is a reminder to build 
another kind of freedom too. 
A personal one. The freedom to choose how we 
live, how we spend our time, and what we say 
yes or no to.
That is why retirement can feel like a second 
Independence Day. 
Not because we stop working,
But because, finally, we stop depending only on 
work to feel free.

This Independence Day, as we celebrate the freedom our nation earned, ask 
yourself one question: Have you started preparing for your own second 

Independence Day?
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